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Introduction

Chldren often trust a speaker's testimony when learning a new
word.

Children do not passively trust the testimony of any speaker
bt prefer to trust speakers that are known to be reliable.

= Koeng, Clement, and Harris (2004) found that children
track. use, and retain information about a speaker's
reliability when learning a new word.

We conducted 3 studies:

— Study | examines word learning from known speakers.
— Study 2 examines word learning from unknown s
— Study 3 examines word leaming over a 24-hour delay.
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* Procedure

Speaker | labeled an unknown target with the new word.

— Participants shown two targets and asked to select the one
that corresponded to the new word (1e.. Time 1)

— Speaker | reliably/ liably labeled 3 known objects.

I 2 3 liably labeled 3 known objects.

Speaker 2 labeled an unknown target with the new word.

— Participants again shown the two targets and asked to select

the one that corresponded to the new word (i.e.. Time 2).

Speaker 2 reliably/
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* Procedure

— Speaker | reliably labeled 3 known objects and then
labeled an unknown target o« Twsa 1 With the new word.
Speaker 2 unreliably labeled 3 known objects and then
labeled a different unknown target e Tasez with the new
word.

Participants were shown both targets e Tase s ma and asked
to select the one that corresponded to the new word.

Study 1 - Results

Table 1: Trusting the Reliable and Unreliable Speaker

3-vr-olds 4-vr-olds Totals
Reliable 19 22 41
Unreliable 7 3 10
Totals 26 25 51

Children trusted the known. reliable speaker e s on.
Both 3-vear-olds e 1926 - o and 4-vear-olds ge. zzzsp- o
trusted the reliable speaker.

Trust was unaffected by whether Speaker 1 or Speaker 2 was
reliable or unreliable.
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Reliable Unreliable Totals Wi
S || Hhpnrisi | 3o | A i
Time 1 99 10/10 111 1313 2324
Time 2 89 10/10 811 613 1424
Change 19 010 924

¢ X8 e 1oz and 45 ge 20 trusted the unknown speaker,

* When Speaker 1 proved reliable, there was no change,

* When Speaker 1 proved unreliable. change varied by age:
= 10711 3's trusted the unknown speaker, 211 changed - =0,
— 1313 4's trusted the unknown speaker. 7 13 changed i, -

+ Participants
— d=vear-olds o e - 4 moute)
+ Procedure

— Same as Study 2: but participants who changed their target
selection completed a 24-hour delay.
= After delav. participants were again shown the two
targets and asked to select the one that corresponded to:
a) the original word.
B} 8 neW WORK igeescuted by 2 oew speabier).

b & 20d 0eW WO (presested by the relisble nad uarelisble speakirs).




Vsreliable Speaker

Relisble Speaker

After a 24-hour Delay

Study 3 - Results

Table 3: Target Object Selection - 24-hour Delay
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+ s retained the reliable speaker's word - o, assigned the new
word to the new object ;- s, and trended toward trusting the

reliable speaker after a delay - 00 x

Study 1 found that:
3= and d=vear-olds trusted reliable speakers over unre
SPEaKers imecensilty replicating oo et i, 2004,

Study 2 found that:
— 3= and 4-vear-olds trusted unknown speakers.

liable

— d=vear-olds reversed trust when speakers prove unreliable.

Study 3 found that afier a 24-hour delay:
- d-vear-olds retained the reliable speaker's word,
4-vear-olds assigned the new word to the new object.
4-vear-olds continued to trust the reliable speaker

Overall. these three studies found that speaker reliability
affected 4-vear-old's both before and after word learm

oceurred and that the affects remained afler a 24-hour delay.
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